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Japanese Alps
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1. In what two ways might the seas have 
influenced Japans history?

2. Which of these islands do you think 
became the center of power in Japan?  
Why?

3. What effect do you think these 
mountains had on Japan’s efforts to 
become a united country?

4. Which percent-90%, 60%, or 15% do 
you think best expresses the amount of 
land Japan can use for agriculture?  How 
might the amount of agricultural land 
affect what is grown or raised there?
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5. Nara and Kyoto were two ancient 
capitals.  WHy do you think they were 
good locations for a capital?

6. Where do most people live in Japan?

7. Why do you think the Kanto Plain is the 
most populated area in Japan?

8. Look at the map on page 423 of your 
book.  List two of Japan’s neighbors.  
How do you think these neighbors may 
have affected Japan’s history?





Japan
The Influence of Neighboring Cultures on Japan - Chapter 20

Japan’s culture is very old, 
dating back to at least 
10,000 BCE.  During 
Medieval Times, from 
around 500 CE through the 
1600s, it borrowed many 
ideas from neighboring 
countries.
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20.3 Government
20.4 City Design
20.5 Religion
20.6 Writing

Create a poster and share your findings with the class.  INCLUDE the following:
1. Title, including the book section

2. WHO Japan borrowed the ideas from-include a colored, labeled map of that country 
with arrows pointing toward Japan.

3. WHAT specific ideas were borrowed?

4. Facts about how the ideas were adapted or changed.

20.7 Literature
20.8 Sculpture
20.9 Architecture
20.10 Music*
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PROCESSING 20
For each cultural idea you studied, write one or two sentences to explain
how the idea reached Japan and what happened to it there. An example is
done for you.
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Cultural Diffusion in Japan

New musical instruments and
musical forms reached Japan from
China, where the Japanese adopted
many of them without change. 

Government

City Design

Religion

Writing

Literature

Sculpture

Architecture

Music

PROCESSING 20
For each cultural idea you studied, write one or two sentences to explain
how the idea reached Japan and what happened to it there. An example is
done for you.

142 Lesson 20 © Teachers’ Curriculum Institute

Cultural Diffusion in Japan

New musical instruments and
musical forms reached Japan from
China, where the Japanese adopted
many of them without change. 

Government

City Design

Religion

Writing

Literature

Sculpture

Architecture

Music

HA! ISN p 142



Japan
The Influence of Neighboring Cultures on Japan - Chapter 20

20.3 Government
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20.4 City Design
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20.5 Religion
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20.6 Writing
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20.7 Literature
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20.8 Sculpture
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20.9 Architecture


